Routine pertussis immunization.
The benefits and risks of both the vaccine for pertussis and the disease itself are reviewed in this article. Unlike with the smallpox vaccine, it seems unlikely that a vaccine will be developed to eradicate pertussis completely, since most confer only a short-term immunity. A longitudinal study was undertaken to compare the mortality and morbidity rates of pertussis with the adverse reaction rate of the vaccination program. Risks of the vaccination, such as erythema, drowsiness, and vomiting are well known. However, the issue of neurologic difficulties has surfaced and disagreement exists. Some association does seem to exist between the vaccine and neurologic problems; however, the morbidity and mortality of whooping cough is of a greater health consequence than these rare neurologic reactions.